
Although many burglaries are planned before being carried out, statistics show that the number of 
unplanned crimes of opportunity is growing tremendously. This means criminals are simply looking 
for victims and homes at vulnerable moments.

The best way to avoid crimes of opportunity is to reduce vulnerability. this list of helpful tips by the 
iVault Corporation reduces your level of vulnerability to crime.

BE AWARE: The number of one defense against crime is awareness. Always be aware of your 
surroundings by surveying the area for bushes, corners, vehicles or any obstacle that a perpetrator 
may use to hide. Leave plenty of distance between you and the obstacle when passing by for quick 
escape and try to utilize any lit area for passage. Keep obstacles to a minimum by trimming bushes, 
by removing unwanted trees, large structures or unused vehicles.

BE PATIENT: Due to the federal required safety feature on garage doors, an intruder entering your 
garage will activate the door close safety feature, causing the door to reopen. When entering your 
home thru the garage, remain in your car until the door has completely closed.

BE PREPARED: When entering or exiting the home at night, limit your time outside by having keys in 
hand ready to enter and also avoid taking out trash late at night.

BE WELL LIT: Provide as much light as possible to the outside area of your home. Motion lights are a 
great tool to help announce someone’s approach.

BE TIDY: Remove any objects outside the house that could be used to aid the crime, like bricks, small 
pots, decorative items, ladder, home & gardening tools, etc… Many criminals do not carry tools in fear 
of being caught and to keep hands free for the haul. However, they will use whatever is already there. 
Don’t help them.

BE SECURE: Make sure door knob and dead bolt locks are secure. Due to the fear of risking an injury 
by shattered glass or making too much noise, 75% - 80% of burglaries are committed by entry thru a 
door, either forcibly or simply because the door was unlocked. iVault could prevent forceful entry, but 
there is absolutely no defense against an unlocked door.
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